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Sulzbach's farnilv were Jervish, as \\ras his second wiG Beate (a

rrenrber of the celebrated Klemperer farnily that included the

conductor, Otto, and his cousin Victor, the diarist). In 1932, he

wrote a letter to a leading Berlin newspaper, Der Tdg, in rvhich he

criticised the Nazi party. His only response was an anonymous

note, warning him that his name had been noted . ln 193 t- , he r'vas

identified as ofJewish blood and put on the Black List. Follorving

the confiscation of Herbert's Berlin paper factory bv the Nazis,

Sulzbach and his wife emigrated to Britain. Made stateless in their

homeland, the outbreak of w'ar classified the couple as 'enetly

aliens'.

In Ma1. 1940, Beate and Herbert Sulzbach were arrested by the

Bntish authorities and separately interned. They were still impris-

oned on the Isle of Man in the autumn of 1940, when their small

London house was hit by a Luftr,vaffe bornb and flattened.

In November 19,10, Sulzbach was due for release; he had just

obtained permission to fight for Britain as a private in the home-

based Pioneer Corps. But it was his subsequent work in two POW

canps for captured Germans that enabled Herbert Sulzbach to

begin his greater task: the reconciliation of his two beloved coun-

tries, England and Germany.

When Britain declared war on Germany in August 1914. Frank

Folel', an engine-fitter's son from Somerset, was studying philoso-

phy in Hamburg. Disguised as a Prussian officer, the thirry-year-old

Englishrnan made his way west to the rnouth of the River Ems,

where some sylnpathetic shrimp-fishers agreed to ferry the small

and earnest-faced fugitive across the lagoon to their base in neutral

Holland.
Frank Foley's brief period of service as an acting British cap-

tain at the front ended when he w'as shot in the lung at Ecoust

on 21 March 1918 and sent home to England on sick leave.

Recruited by British Intelligence after his recovery (he rvas fluent

in German and French) , Foley rvas despatched, first co Cologne

(-,vhere he net Kay, his futttre rvife) , and then to Berlin, where
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placed at the entrance to the Jew-ish cenletery at Golders Green

u,'here he, like Herbert Sulzbach, lies buried.

ln 1948, speaking on the BBC, Herbert Sulzbach stated that the

best envoys for future peace and understanding between Britain
and Germany would be the German POWs who were finally

beir-rg allorved to return to their homeland.

Sulzbach knerv u,'hat he was talking about. In 1944, he had

been tlansferred by the British from the Pioneer Corps to the

'Interpreters' Pool'. InJanuary 1945, he was posted as a staff ser-

geant to Cultybraggan Camp, Comrre.

Built on the site of Agricola's old marching camp in Scotland,

Comrie r,vas already known for the hardened spirit of its Nazi

inmates. On22 December 1944, five young German POWs (the

eldest was fwenry*-one) had beaten up a new arrivai and hanged

him backwards, over a water pipe.* Wolfgang Rosterg'.s unforgiv-

able crime had been to dare to criticise the Reich in a camp where

''When Jewish Blood Spurts from the Knife' was still being sung

with fervour. 'What would such brutal men make of a slight\ built

Jewish interpreter rvho had for-rght for Britain in the recent war?

Bernard Braine, a politician paying tribute to Sulzbach at the

memorial service held at the Gernan Embassy in July 1985,

described the dapper, blue-eyed Herbert as 'that greatest of all

charmers'. Charm alone cannot explain the measure of Sulzbach's

achievernent. By 1l November 1945, he had persuaded al1 but a

handful of the Comrie prisoners to acknorvledge that Germany

had been wrong and that its arrogance had led to misery. fb stand

beside Sulzbach on Armistice I)ay required some z[000 German

POWs to rrolunteer their-solemn pronrise to retllrll home as good

Europeans, 'and to take part in the reconciliation of all people and

the maintenance of peace'.'

Encouraged by the r-enrarkable response at Cornrie, the newly

+ The five guiirv vouths rvere hanged at Pentonviile on 6 October 19'15.

' \ fRC'r-.'
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countries are allies and friends'. He spoke of his ardent conviction

that the restored friendship betr,veen Britain and Germany would

provide 'the foundation stone for a once to cone lJnited Europe'.

'But first,' he added, 'the old distrust must disappear.'7

Almost thirty years after Sulzbach made his final plea, the old

distrust of which he spoke remains in place. The horrors inflicted

by the Nazis cannot be forgotten and shouid never be forgiven'

But it is time to remember that Britain's close-knit relationship

with Gerrnany predates the Third Rerch by over 200 years' We

abhor the idea of making comic stereotypes of any ethnic group;

our justified attitude to the Nazis has made it unjustly acceptable

to continue to treat Gerrnans as an exception to that code of
civilised behaviour. Herbert Sulzbach rvould be further saddened

to note that Britain and Germany have failed to uttite in pro-

viding today's Europe with a secure foundation. On the eve of
marking the centenary of the openilg of the hostilities that dev-

astated the r,vorld and changed its history, old r,vounds gape rau4y

open.

The time has surely come to listen to Sulzbach's r'vords. No tw'o

countries in Europe possess a stfongel history of cultural and fanlil-

ial sympathl,, trust and mutr-ral respect tiran Britain and Germanv.

This book sets out the diverse stories of some of the people rvho

contribtited to the building of a house of shared dreams and aspi-

rations, of mutual enlightennent and fruitful exchange. These are

the stories of emperors, kings and queens (opening rvith the jour-

ney f16- Whitehalt to Heidelberg of the future Winter Queen
rvhose grandson becanre England's first Hanoverian nrorrarch); of
travellers, writers, artists, students and poittical eriles; of arnbassa-

dors, reformers and the fatnilies so closelv wo\ren into the fabrlc

of both countries that, u'lten \Yar came, dir.'ided lo,valties ripped

them apart. 'I feel,' said a mernber of one such fanrilv 'as if rlry
mother and father have quarrelled.'

All these people have pla)'ed their part' Alf in their ditlerent

wa)rs, are rernarkable; ail deserr,'e to be called noble for u'hai tl-rev
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EXILES AND TRAVELLERS

(1613-1782)

The rnarriage contract between f\,vo great Protestant powers had

been signed in May 1612.In october, Prince Frederick, the skteen-

year-o1d Elector Palatine, arrived in London to rneet his fiesh-faced

future bride, Elizabeth Sturart, daughter of KrngJarnes I. A rnonth

later, KingJames's beloved eldest son, Prince Henry-, died, plunging

the court into mourning. It was decrded, ne\cftheless, that the n'ed-

ciing celebrations should go fonr,ard, and - appropriately for a young

couple so evidently in love - that the nuptials should take place on

Valentine's Day. Celebrating what one ll1asqlue named as The Marriage

of tlrc Tharues cnd the Rhine,John Donne $'rote i1 his 'Epithalatnion'

of the lovers as two phoenires: ''Whose love and courage never shall

decline / But make the rvhole year through, thy d"y' O Valentine''

Elizabeth, having added seventeen pairs of silk stockings to her

trousseau and received assurance that she could take along a cargo

of favourite pets to her ner,v hon-re in Germany, gave orders tor

the performance of six Shakespeare plays at-Whitehall.The deci-

sior-r to include among then Tlre Winter's Talc would prove both

apt and prescient.
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NosLr ENot,rvouns

Elizabeth and Frederick were thenxelves less fortunate. Oftered the

Bohemran throne, they were crowned in Pragpe on 7 November

1619. Losing both their Palatine lands and their new kingdom

to the evidently superior Catholic forces of the Holy Roman

Emperor r,vithin a single tragic year of their coronation, the

defeated couple u,ere forced to seek refuge at the Protestant court

of The Hague. There, the formidable but desolate Elizabeth - best

knor,vn todav as the 
'W.inter 

Queen - lived out her lengthy r'vrd-

ow'hood in exile. Returning to England at last in 1661, when her

nepherv had been restored to the English throne as King Charles

II, Elizabeth died the foilou,ing year.

In England, Elizabeth's lnost loval admirer, the Earl of Clraven,

had built a home in her honour: Ashdor'vn House, an exqulsltc

dolls' house of a Dutch rnausion, fashioneci from chalk and stand-

ing high on the rvindsr'vepc Berkshire Dorvus. Elizabeth never saw

I-ord Craverr's shrine. Chalk, r'vhen lvet, crumbles and dissolves;

today-, the r,vindorvs of Ashdown are thinly veiled in u'hite mois-

ture, as if in nourning for the Queen rvho never took possessiol

of this, the gracetui tribute of a devoted cavalier.

Rupert of the Rhine, the dashing cavalrv general who led the

troops for his doomed uncle, Charles I, relllains Elizabeth's best-

knor,vn child. But it rvas Rupert'.s spirited sister Sophia, the Electress

of FIanover, rvho provided England wjth its first Gertnan king.

The Royai Act of Succession of 1.107 had granted England's

throne to Sophia and her heirs in order to protect it lronr recap-

ture by a deposed Catholic rnonarch flames II) at the tirne u'hen

Wiliiam of Orange had no heirs and Anne, the queen-in-waiting,

had lost her one surviving child. When the lively and intelligent

Soplria died of a chill tn 1714, just trvo months before tlre death

oiQueen Anne, the Engiish throne was handed to the Electress's

son, Georg;e, a German-speaking monarch who rnade no secret of
his desire to remain cornfortabiy ensconced at the Flertenhausen

Palace, his family honte in Hanover.
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